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expense by the present King of Persia, Shack Nadir1, we
resolved not to pass without seeing of it; and therefore after
taking some refreshments we joined a party of Arabs and .
got to the town in about [blank] hours; which we found
situated upon a mount of sand and stones, and the country
for some miles round it of the same wretched appearance,
without the least sign of a vegetable to be seen; nor can
anything more miserable or forlorn be conceived than this
place in every respect appears. The town is small and sur-
rounded with a low wall of unhewn stone and mortar, of
which fab rick there is also at a little distance two fortresses,,
the one large and seemingly strong. The houses, if such they
may be called, look more like heaps of rubbish than dwellings,
and the inhabitants more despicable than any thing mentioned.
As soon as we entered the town a swarm of rabble encom-
passed us and with rude shouts and worse railleries and such
like welcomes accompanied us to a place where coffee was
and near the outward gate of the mosque, which they per-
mitted us to view2. This famous building stands in a spacious
court, the form being much like that of the other mosques
save that the dome is differently shaped, swelling at bottom
and rising to a point like a mitre; on the top are fixed two
large glories [i.e. haloes] or suns, cutting each other at right
angles. This mosque has also minoretts on each side, which
are curiously wrought, and as well these as the whole fabrick
are intirely covered with plates of copper thickly gilt and
very neatly laid on3, and all the doors, windows, galleries &c.,
1 Nadir Shah, who had just gained a decisive victory over the Turks
and who at that particular moment may himself have been somewhere^
in the vicinity. The campaigns in central Iraq were drawing to a close,
Turk and Persian "were entering on a series of diplomatic discussions,
a principal point of which was the ownership of the Holy Cities Karbala
and Najaf, the Persian Shias naturally claiming the tomb of their saint
AH. Nadir Shah had been on pilgrimage to Najaf a year or two before.
Two years later he was assassinated.
1 Beawes was lucky in the time of his visit. The Shia shrine was
enjoying a brief period of Shia occupation, and no doubt its intolerant
temper was calmed. Most travellers avoided Meshed Ah, as a hot-bed of
fanaticism; Griffith, alone of our travellers, besides Beawes, entered it,
and nearly lost his life in consequence.
* Niebuhr describes the famous dome; op. dt. pp. 210 et seq.